[INSERT YOUR ADDRESS HERE]
[INSERT YOUR MPs NAME HERE]
House of Commons

Westminster

London

SW1A 0AA
[INSERT DATE HERE}

Dear {INSERT NAME OF MP],

I am writing to you as my Member of Parliament about a subject which affects me, my family and other members of the local community and about which I am very concerned.
You will be aware that in 2009 the previous Government introduced as an environmental measure a distance banded system of Air Passenger Duty (APD) on all flights from the United Kingdom. This placed the Caribbean in band C but the whole of the United States including Hawaii in band B which means that flying to Jamaica would cost £75 economy in comparison the USA which is £60.
I and many hundreds of thousands of people in the Caribbean community believe that this decision was  discriminatory as it cannot be argued that the environmental  impact of a flight to, say, Jamaica or Barbados is more than that for a flight to Los Angeles or Hawaii. 
I understand that the government needs to raise revenue, and I support measures that protect the environment, but what I do not support is the unfair way that the Caribbean is being treated. Besides my personal interest in still being able to afford an occasional visit to see friends and family, I am also very concerned by the stories I am hearing about the threat this tax poses to the Caribbean tourism industry and those who depend on it. Everyone knows that the Caribbean economies rely on tourism and I worry about what will happen if this money disappears, especially at a time when the community here cannot afford to send as much money home any more.
While this initiative was birthed in the previous Government, there were assurances given by the present Government while in opposition that they would look at this tax. It was the hope that there would be a new approach to the Caribbean and a revision of the band system so that all destinations receive fair treatment. 
I think that APD needs to be changed, revised and reviewed so that the Caribbean is at least in the same band as the USA and at the same rate as the USA - £60 and no more but less if possible.
I would very much appreciate any information that you can give me on this issue as I understand there will be further consultation and want to know if this is something that the public can participate in. I would like you as my MP to ensure that the community’s feelings on flight tax are not ignored and to make sure that the government understands our anger at the discriminatory treatment of the Caribbean.
I look forward to hearing from you. 
Yours sincerely,

[INSERT NAME]
